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D avid William McCray, 91, entered into the presence of his Lord and Savior on

April 1, 2025, in Morgantown, Pennsylvania.

Born on November 9, 1933, in San Bernardino, California, David was the son of Esther Mae

Watters and William Albert McCray. A man of deep and abiding faith, David lived his life
grounded in the hope and truth of Christ. His quiet strength and servant-hearted spirit were

evident in every role he held-as a husband, father, teacher, and friend.

A proud veteran, David served his country with honor in the United States Air Force from 1952 to
1956 during the Korean War. Stationed in Alaska and Iceland, he worked as a Morse Code

Operator, a role that reflected his sharp mind and steady focus.

In 1956, he married the love of his life, Barbara Janis McCray, in Washington, D.C. Together they

shared 64 beautiful years of marriage, raising three children and building a life filled with faith,
family, and adventure.

After a brief time in California, they settled in St. Petersburg, Florida, where they raised their

family and made lifelong memories. David and Jan loved to travel, especially on summer
camping trips with their children, and later served in ministry with his wife helping the Maasai
people in Kenya-a cause dear to Jan's heart, and one David faithfully supported.

A lifelong educator, David taught History and Government at the middle school, high school, and
college levels before becoming a college registrar later in his career. He was known for his passion

for learning, his thoughtful instruction, and his ability to connect with students.

David was an avid athlete, known for his love of basketball during his high school and military
years. Later in life, he discovered a passion for tennis. He was also a dedicated collector, with a

special fondness for baseball cards and coins.
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David is preceded in death by his parents, Esther and William; his sister, Joanne Stedwell; and his
beloved wife, Jan. Today, we rejoice that he is reunited with her in the presence of the Lord.

He is survived by his sister Margaret Stedwell; his brother Lynn McCray; his children: Jana
Melissa Hibbins (Dennis), Shannon Rae Bernard (Bruce), and Andrew David McCray (Melanie);

and seven grandchildren: Tyson Lucas, Emma Warrington, Amber McCray, Daniel Bernard,
Emily Bernard, Anna Sloyer (Shadoe), and Lydia Warrington. He is also survived by an adopted
grandson, Sebastian Pierce.

David will be laid to rest beside Jan in St. Petersburg, Florida on April 11, 2025. He will be
remembered for his quiet strength, his lifelong curiosity, and his steadfast devotion to family and

faith. He will be dearly missed and joyfully remembered.
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Funeral Service

Memorial Park Funeral Home & Crematory

5750 49th Street North, St. Petersburg FL 33709

Cemetery Details

Memorial Park Cemetery

5750 49th Street North, St. Petersburg FL 33709

(727) 369-8228
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Friday, April 11, 2025

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM ET
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Anonymous sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the McCray family.

April 9 at 4:47 PM

CG Cherri Graham  posted:

LIGHTING THE CANDLES AT  DAVID AND JAN'S WEDDING. I WAS FOUR YEARS OLD BUT  I WILL

NEVER FORGET  THAT  DAY. JAN LOOKED LIKE A PRINCESS AND DAVID HER PRINCE. I AM 77

YEARS YOUNG NOW AND THANK GOD FOR THAT  HONOR. I AM THEIR NIECE. DAVID WAS A

FORCE OF NATURE. NO ONE COULD STOP HIM WHEN HE PUT  HIS MIND TO IT. ALWAYS KIND,

SOFT  SPOKEN, LOVING, AND A MAN AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART. MY PRECIOUS UNCLE DAVE, I

WILL JOIN YOU AND OUR OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS WHEN GOD TAKES ME HOME. THANK YOU

FOR GUIDING ME TOWARD GOD ALWAYS.

April 5 at 1:38 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring David by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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